
Pastor’s Page: The Virgin Mary -“Let it be done to me according to your word”  

      Every week at Sunday Mass we recite the fifth century Creed from the early 
ecumenical councils of the church. This is because the doctrines professed in the 
creed are of the highest importance for Catholic Christians. There is one God but 
three divine persons, we proclaim. God the Son, the second person of the 
Trinity, was born of the Virgin Mary. Mary is in this sense, the Mother of God; 
the God-man Jesus Christ. We are aware that Mary is of the highest importance, 
not for herself, but because of her role in the history of our salvation as a 
human race. “Let it be done to me according to your word” she tells the angel 
messenger of God- freely giving herself over to God’s plan, and ready to face 
any consequences for herself (unwed mother, accusations of infidelity to 
Joseph). The honor she receives comes from her bearing God in her womb. Our 
Catholic faith is Christ – centered. 

      The mother of Jesus of Nazareth is a woman “wrapped in silence.” In other 
words, there is little reference to her in God’s public revelation, the New 
Testament (Mary speaks only in the Infancy Narratives of Luke and Matthew, 
and at Cana in John’s Gospel). She is “…consistently a symbolic character, while 
Jesus is a historical character.” (Raymond Brown, SS) Over the centuries Mary 
acquired a great outpouring of devotion because of her motherhood, and her 
faithful following of her Son, the Savior of the world - to the cross and beyond. 
She became for Christians, a feminine symbol of God. 

       In the Christian imagination and spirituality, masculine attributes for God; 
all- powerful and omnipotent, were complemented by feminine attributes 
found in the Virgin Mother. Reflect for a moment on Michelangelo’s Pieta - 
Mary filled with immense sorrow and tenderness holds the body of her dead 
son in her arms; and offers him to us. The mother who gave him life and nursed 
him at her breast, with the utmost tenderness, hands him over to the church. 
For many Christians, Almighty God seemed too awesome to approach. Mary, in 
her motherly way, was not intimidating. 

         Through the centuries that followed, Mary was revered by the church as an 
example par excellence of virtue and piety. “In the Middle Ages Mary became 
the champion of the Knights, “Our Lady”, and the symbol of chaste love. In the 
Renaissance she became the tender mother caring for her spiritual children. In 



this century she was exalted as part of the Holy Family, that model family of 
Nazareth which was the Church’s rebuttal to divorce and lax morals. And most 
recently she has been hailed by the American bishops as the model of the 
liberated woman.” (Raymond Brown, S.S: Crises Facing the Church). Mary is the 
Queen of the Americas, honored not only because of her submission to God’s 
will, but also because she has become the champion of justice for the poor and 
for indigenous people under the title of ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe’. 

       For women especially, Mary has become in recent decades, a model and 
advocate for women’s dignity, gender equality, and the overturning of sexist 
attitudes. Mary, Queen of the Apostles, pray for us. 

Peace, Father Bruce 


